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For the past two years, I have served as the Pope Villa
intern while completing my coursework in the
University of Kentucky’s graduate program in historic

preservation. I have greatly enjoyed the experience, and
have learned much from it. Perhaps most
of all, I have been impressed by the
power of this group of committed volun-
teers and community members to
significantly influence the
preservation of historic proper-
ties in Lexington.  The Pope
Villa is a testament to the hard
work of people who truly care
about this neighborhood and
the history of this city. It has
been a pleasure to share this his-
tory with others—giving tours
of the Pope Villa was always a
rewarding experience, as people
seem to truly enjoy seeing this work in progress and imag-
ining the splendor of Latrobe’s original design. 

Though the Pope Villa has not changed much physically
during my time here, these have been significant years for
the project. The release of Patrick Snadon’s book focused
new attention on the significance of the Pope Villa and pro-
vided a wonderful excuse to celebrate last summer. The hir-
ing of architects Mesick Cohen Baker Wilson brings a

fresh perspective to the Pope Villa restoration. It was fasci-
nating for me to assist Jeff Baker as he identified architec-
tural fragments from the building, discovering important
clues that will provide valuable evidence when restoring the

house's interior.  Meanwhile, the
restoration of the remainder of the
exterior of the building, scheduled to

begin this summer, will be an
exciting step in the project's
progression. 

I would like to thank the
Trust, particularly John
Hackworth, Dan Rowland,
and Mike Meuser, for the
opportunity to live and work
at the Pope Villa these past
two years. This sort of part-
nership between the Trust
and the University is incredi-

bly important to the education of preservationists, and, I
hope, beneficial to the entire Lexington preservation com-
munity. 

Again, thank you, and all the best!
Liz Gallow

HMH Internship Recap
The end of July will bring to a close my stay at the Hunt-Morgan House as the

resident intern. For the past two years, I have had the unique opportunity to live at the
most grand residence in downtown Lexington while studying Historic Preservation at
the University of Kentucky. I could not have wished for a better opportunity and am
sad that my time here has almost come to an end. 

Good fortune and the UK Historic Preservation program brought me from
Philadelphia to Lexington. In 2005, the Blue Grass Trust decided to offer an
internship to an HP graduate student in an effort to support the program and secure
a preservation-minded individual to look over the property and lend a helping hand. I
was honored (and thrilled!) to be offered the position and accepted without hesitation. 

In August 2005, I moved into the apartment in the slaves’ quarters. In exchange
for my lodging, I was expected to earn my keep by helping out around the property. I
maintained the lawn, walkways and driveways and gave tours at the Hunt-Morgan
House on Saturdays. My duties were certainly a reasonable trade-off considering I
lived in the coolest apartment, on the most beautiful property, in the best part of
Lexington! 

It has been a fantastic experience and an invaluable opportunity. I am proud to say
that my memories, however, do not only consist of mowers, blowers and Confederate
Generals. What will always stand out in my mind is how inspiring it is to be surrounded
by fantastic architecture, verdant gardens, and a friendly community. I felt welcome
from the start and have had the privilege of meeting many wonderful people in the Gratz
Park and Blue Grass Trust communities. My time as the Hunt-Morgan House intern
was surely an asset to my education and certainly a highlight of my time in Lexington.  

Note from Liz Gallow, Pope Villa Caretaker

by Vanessa Zeoli

The Blue Grass Trust  2007 Visual Arts Contest
The annual Visual Arts Competition, sponsored by the

Blue Grass Trust, is open to area high school students.
The project submitted must be a representation of a his-
toric structure.  Students may select any view of, or detail
from, the historic structures that they have chosen and
they may choose any medium for their project.

The wealth of artistic talent among our area high school
students was clearly evident in the artwork that was sub-
mitted for this year’s contest.  Choosing the award winners
was not an easy task for the

judges.  The First Place overall award was given to Jessica
Crutcher (Lafayette High School), Second Place overall
was awarded to Samantha Green (Lafayette High School),
and Third Place overall was awarded to Olivia Erickson
(Henry Clay High School).  Category awards were given
to Ming Hong (pen and ink), Lean Ruan (acrylic), and
Lizzy Bell (watercolor), all of whom are students at Henry
Clay High School.  Students receiving Honorable Mention
recognition included Rachel Bangard of Lafayette High
School, and Katie Coldiron, Emily Mooney, Doug Burton
and Jessica Lester from Henry Clay High School. 

Congratulations to all of the students that submitted art-
work for the contest this year!
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“A unique person who was never half-hearted about anything she did. If she was
on board for a project or cause, it was always full steam ahead for Betsy.” This is the
way Ann Asbury, a long-time friend of Betsy Alexander, described this remarkable
lady who passed away May 7, 2007. The Blue Grass Trust had the privilege of ben-
efiting from Betsy’s “full steam” approach. When Dick DeCamp became the
Executive Director in the late 1960s, a group of volunteers was caring for the Hunt-
Morgan House gardens. In 1970, Dick decided that the volunteers needed more
organized help to keep the gardens in good shape. Dick called Betsy and asked if
the Town and Country Garden Club could take on the responsibility. Betsy was one
of the founding members of the Garden Club in 1952 and had served as its presi-
dent. In Betsy’s account, she said she told Dick that the club couldn’t possibly do
that because they simply weren’t equipped to take on something of that magnitude.
Dick implored Betsy to discuss it with the club members. She found that the mem-
bers were enthusiastic, and the rest is history. The Town and Country Garden Club
has been caring for the garden ever since, and Betsy was right there with them mak-
ing our gardens beautiful for many, many years.

Allison Arnett, current president of the Town and Country Garden Club, recalls
that Betsy continued as an associate member of the club up until her illness.
However, Betsy explained her continued involvement slightly differently. She and a
few of her lady friends continued to come to the Hunt-Morgan House from time to
time and work in the gardens even though they weren’t regular members. Rather
than calling themselves associate members, Betsy preferred to call her little group
the “happy hoe-ers!” 

As president of the Trust, I have had the privilege of being with Betsy several
times and had numerous phone conversations with her. I was always struck by her
good humor and unabashed enthusiasm. Betsy was a great lady who held numerous
positions of leadership in local organizations. Her list of accomplishments is long,
and she had such a positive impact on our community. We at the Trust are so very
fortunate to have had the Hunt-Morgan House Gardens on her “to-do” list. She was
a true friend of the Blue Grass Trust, and we will truly miss her.

Betsy Alexander, Faithful Friend of the Trust
by John Hackworth, President of the Board

Blaydes Properties LLC
Blaydes Custom Restoration LLC

“Overhauls to Service Calls”

Todd Blaydes
Owner (859) 621-8627

Awarded to Barbara Hulette who has devoted so much of her time and energy to the
preservation movement in Kentucky. Mrs. Hulette’s commitment and dedication to
historic preservation is overwhelming and her achievements are too numerous to list.
Historic preservation in Kentucky and the Blue Grass Trust would not be as
successful as they are today without Barbara Hulette. Kentucky is a better place
because of her devotion to the Commonwealth.

Clyde Carpenter Adaptive Re-use Award: Given to an individual or group for outstanding efforts
towards the rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of a building or buildings in Central Kentucky.

Awarded to Terry and Chris Kelly and Dale Holland. Mr. and Ms. Kelly and Mr.
Holland have been working to preserve several structures in the downtown
neighborhoods for many years.  

It is not surprising that these three friends decided to combine their talents, form
their company, “Rehistoric Properties,”
and purchase and renovate the property
located at 382 North Broadway. They
tackled the project with enthusiasm and
hard work and once again their talents
did not go unnoticed. The LFUCG Office
of Historic Preservation presented them
with the 2005 Business Renovation
Award. The three friends have adapted a
significant historic property from a pri-
vate residence into office spaces and our
community has once again benefited
from the renovation of one of our treas-
ured historic properties. 

Betty Hoopes Volunteer Service Award: Given to
a volunteer or volunteers from the Antique and Garden Show Committee.

Awarded to Phil and Trudy Tibbs, honorary chairs for the 2007 BGT
Antiques and Garden Show. The Trust was very lucky to have chairs who con-
tributed so much to the success of the show. The Tibbs were “hands-on” honorary
chairs; they attended committee meetings, offered suggestions, shared mailing
lists and even helped stuff envelopes.

The Tibbs played an integral role in the creation of the “Kentucky Treasures”
exhibit which focused on the wealth of beautiful antiques that were designed in
Kentucky. Because of the Tibbs’ dedication, this will be an ongoing exhibit at the
BGT Antiques and Garden Show. The Trust was very fortunate to work with the
Tibbs and greatly appreciate their level of commitment.

John Wesley Hunt Award: Given to an individual for lifetime service to the preservation
movement in Central Kentucky.

Awarded to Betsy R. Kuster of Paris, Kentucky. Ms. Kuster has been a
leader in the preservation movement in Bourbon County. Her interest in local
preservation began in 1978 when the Historic Paris-Bourbon County was
incorporated and she became a charter member. After serving a number of
terms as the director of the board, six years as treasurer, and two years as
president ending in 2004, she is now an honorary director.

Ms. Kuster successfully nominated many individual properties for the
National Register of Historic Places before turning her attention to
preserving farmland. Because of Ms. Kuster’s determination and hard work,
over 60,000 acres of farmland have been preserved. 

Ms. Kuster’s personal preservation project is the maintenance of her
family farm, which has been in her family since 1780. In 2001, she initiated a
conservation reserve program that is aimed at preserving the quality of farm
life. This program includes the planting of new trees, native hardwoods, and
evergreens to protect waterways and ponds from livestock and provide
habitats for wildlife.

Ms. Kuster’s many contributions to the preservation of the historic fabric
of Bourbon County provides the residents of Kentucky and visitors to our state a
permanent reminder of the value of the farm in the history of the Commonwealth.

10 P R E S E R V A T I O N  M A T T E R S

John Hackworth and Barbara Hulette

Dale Holland, John Hackworth, Chris Kelly, and Terry Kelly

Patrick Kelley and Phil Tibbs

Patrick Kelley, Betsy Kuster, and John Hackworth

2007 BGT Preservation Awards Continued
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Preservation Craftsman Award: Given to a building industry craftsman who has
exhibited a strong commitment to quality craftsmanship for historic buildings.

Awarded to Todd Blaydes, owner of Blaydes Custom Restoration, for his
restoration work on the Hunt-Morgan House, as well as other properties in
the Gratz Park neighborhood and other neighborhoods in Fayette County.  

Todd Blaydes and his highly skilled crew have built their success on a
philosophy of producing high quality work using the highest ethical
practices. Blades Custom Restoration and its philosophy has been, and will
continue to be, a tremendous asset to the preservation of this community’s
historic architectural history.

Public Service to Preservation: Given to a government agency or official for
service to the preservation movement or to a specific project.

Awarded to Chris King, Director of the LFUCG Division of Planning.
Mr. King has been a caring, dedicated government employee since 1972.
He is known for his willingness to listen to the public and for his
unceasing willingness to give his time both to individuals as well as
to groups meeting to discuss current planning issues.   

Mr. King is one of the most knowledgeable when it comes to
community planning and in understanding the nature of this
community. He is always focused on working towards the
betterment of this area and everyone in Fayette County benefits
greatly from his expertise and hard work.

Clay Lancaster Heritage Education: Given to an individual or group for
service in researching and disseminating information about the
Central Kentucky region.

Awarded to Alicestyne Adams, Director of the Underground
Railroad Research Institute at Georgetown College. It is evident that
Ms. Adams has a lasting interest in history. The focus of much of her
research and work has been centered on the history of the African
American within the Commonwealth. Through her work, the
residents of Kentucky have been presented with a more complete
history of the people and places important to the story of our state.

Community Preservation: Given to a non-governmental group or
individual for service to the preservation movement or to a special
preservation project.

Awarded to The First Presbyterian Church, located at 171 Market
Street, which has just completed a renovation project for the sanctuary of
the church. Clyde Carpenter, an architect, member of the church
congregation, and a member of the latest renovation Building Committee,
stated that “...historic preservation should always be about responding to
new design challenges while honoring the past.” This philosophy was
adopted and implemented by Terry Byrd Eason (Design Architect and
Liturgical Design Consultant), Pearson and Peters Architects (Project
Architect), and the Building Committee during this most recent
renovation of the historic sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church.

Barbara Hulette Award: For efforts in preservation of Central Kentucky’s
history, heritage, built environment, landscape, archaeological resources,
sense of community or significant endeavors.

Awarded to Lynn Cravens and The Town and Country Garden
Club. Lynn Cravens, an architect, is a pioneer of historic preservation
in Lexington. His career in historic preservation began shortly after
his graduation from the College of Architecture at the University of Kentucky with the
restoration of Walnut Hill Presbyterian Church, the oldest Presbyterian Church building in Kentucky. Because Mr.
Cravens had observed the state of disrepair of the church, he, along with others, spearheaded the effort that led to
the church’s restoration.

His projects have covered a range of building types, but his work is
consistently excellent. Currently, Mr. Cravens is restoring Wellington
Arms, a downtown landmark listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. There is no doubt that Lynn Cravens has made a huge impact on
the preservation of the historic built environment in this community.

The Town and Country Garden Club began in 1952 with 35 Lexington
women in and since 1970, the members have worked hand in hand with the
Trust at the Hunt-Morgan House. The club has maintained the garden
officially since that time.

The Town and Country Garden Club members have and continue to work
diligently to enhance and maintain this lovely historic garden that you see
today. The Blue Grass Trust and the entire community are fortunate to have
the opportunity to benefit from the work of the talented and gifted gardeners
of the Town and Country Garden Club.

Lucy Shropshire Crump Volunteer Award: Given to an individual who has
provided exemplary service to the Blue Grass Trust throughout the year.

Awarded to Bill Johnston, Tom Fugate and Sam Flora.
Bill Johnston has been living in, and supporting the preservation of,

downtown Lexington since the early 1970s. Mr. Johnston became the Chair of
the BGT Community Preservation Committee in the fall of 2006 and was the
chair of the Bike Tour of Historic Properties subcommittee. He worked many
long hours on the development, research and photography of this project. Mr.
Johnston has been and is an invaluable member of our preservation
community and we greatly appreciate all that he has done to make Lexington
a better place to live.

Tom Fugate currently works for the Kentucky Department of Military
Affairs as the NEPA/Cultural Resources Manager. He is the former Site
Identification Program Administrator for the Kentucky Heritage Council and
Curator of the Kentucky Military History Museum. The Trust approached
Mr. Fugate to assist with an exhibit design that would incorporate am much
of the existing collection as possible, but in a clean uncluttered fashion. He
met with the Trust to review the exhibit space and the collection and then
developed a clean, interactive exhibition that could be expanded upon or
enhanced as needed. He then solicited assistance from a former colleague
who provided the Trust with cost and construction estimates for casework.
Without Mr. Fugate’s museum expertise and guidance, the
Alexander T. Hunt Civil War Museum would not be the wonderful
exhibit space that it is now.

Sam Flora is a Civil War historian and researcher, with 30 years of
experience in researching Kentucky Confederate history and geneal-
ogy.  He assisted a number of authors research these topics and has
lectured at many historical and genealogical societies. Mr. Flora
served as Commander of the Kentucky Division of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans and the Morgan’s Men Association, as well as
having served on the boards of the Alexander T. Hunt Civil War
Museum, the Civil War Museum of the West in Bardstown and the
Perryville Battlefield Preservation Association. Mr. Flora shared his
knowledge of Civil War History and General John Hunt Morgan with
the Trust in order to improve the Alexander T. Hunt Civil War
Museum.  Along with the Morgan’s Men Association, Mr. Flora has
loaned several important artifacts that relate to our new exhibit.

Lucy Graves Advocacy Award: Given to an individual or group who has
exhibited advocacy leadership in supporting the historic preservation
movement in Central Kentucky.

(continued on next page)
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Julie Good and Todd Blaydes

Kirk Hall, First Presbyterian Church

Sharon Reed and Bill Johnston

John Hackworth and Tom Fugate

John Hackworth and Chris King

Alicestyne Adams


