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Positive Preservation in the Bluegrass

ur “sense of place,” which is rooted in our historic
Obuildings, streetscapes, neighborhoods and rural land-

scapes, is enriched and enhanced by historic preserva-
tion. A community's heritage is irreplaceable and historic
preservation plays a valuable role in protecting that heritage.

It is'not just one of these elements of our place, but the col-
lection of these pieces that together create a sense of continu-
ity and quality of life. Preservation does not seek to prevent
physical change, but to moderate it and reduce the sense of
dislocation that change, if not done sensitively, can produce.

Buildings and landscapes are adapted, refined and
reshaped constantly by man, but positive preservation is the
act of adapting, refining, and reshaping our environment while
respecting the past as we prepare for the future.

The Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation has
found many examples of “Positive Preservation in the
Bluegrass.” Individuals and communities across the
Bluegrass are working together to save that which is irre-
placeable: our sense of place.

EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS

Lower Howard’s Creek Nature and Heritage
Preserve, was established in 2001 through partnerships
among the Clark County Fiscal Court, Kentucky Heritage
Lands Conservation Fund Board, Clark County/Winchester
Heritage Commission, and the Kentucky State Nature
Commission along with the guidance of the Kentucky
Heritage Council and Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. It is
an area in Clark County that, through the preservation of the
site, is providing an invaluable resource for the study of
Kentucky pioneer architecture, industry, settlement patterns,
and economics.

Lower Howard's Creek Nature and Heritage Preserve is
located immediately upstream from the creek’s confluence
with the Kentucky River. The Lower Howard's Creek Valley
attracted some of the
first settlers to move
out of Fort
Boonesborough.
The valley includes a
narrow, heavily
forested gorge with
numerous cliffs,
spectacular  water-
falls and the ruins of
a historic settlement.
By 1820, this valley

Lower Howard’s Creek

had become an industrial corridor with a number of mills, dis-
tilleries, and manufacturing operations that harnessed the
power of falling water to produce products for shipment down
the Kentucky River to distant markets. The area was
described in the early 1900s as one of the largest manufactur-
ing areas west of the Allegheny Mountains, but as water pow-
ered mills became obsolete in the late 19th Century the mill
owners and workers began to move out of the area.
Fortunately, through the preservation efforts and steward-
ship at both the local and state levels, this important link to the
story of our early industrial landscape that includes remnants
of building foundations, roads, stone fences and the ruins of a
water powered mill, is being preserved.

The Danville-Boyle County Community Arts Center is
an excellent example of an historic structure adapted for reuse
to serve the current needs of the community. By providing a
venue for cultural enrichment, the quality of life of the commu-
nity is enhanced.

This Beaux-Arts style building was a United States Post
Office from 1908 until the 1950s. From the 1950s to the mid
1970s, the Federal Government used the building as a district
court. Modifications
were made to the
building to serve the
court system and, for
some time, the archi-
tectural  elements
that made the build-
ing unique were
thought to have been
lost. The building
sat vacant from the
1970s until the early
2000s. The Secretary of Interior offered the building to the
city of Danville with the stipulation that it be used for recre-
ational purposes. In 2003, the City of Danville entered into an
agreement with Artisan Leaders to use the Federal Building
for a community arts center. Happily, as construction began,
historic architectural elements, marble floors, cast iron fea-
tures and windows that had been covered were found to be
intact.

The building was renovated through a combination of pub-
lic and private funding sources. The city of Danville provided
a $1 a year lease for 100 years, gave $400,000 toward the ren-
ovation of the building and $16,000 toward retiring the debt.
They also provided insurance for the structure and will pay

Danville-Boyle County Community Arts Center
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